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August U, 2008 
Yuki MREQA 
Tadahiko ITOH et.el. 
Article 29 (2) and 
Article 36 of Patent Law 



2006-553638 



The present application is found to be rejected for the 
following Reason (s) . If the applicant wishes to respond to the 
Reason (s) for rejection, an argument (s) and/or amendment (s) can be 
submitted within three (3) months from the mailing date of this 
Office Action. 



The invention (s) described in the present application's 
Claim(s) indicated below could have been easily invented by those 
skilled in the art based on the following reference (s) published 
before the priority date of the present application. Therefore, the 
present application is found unpatentable by virtue of the provision 
in Article 29, Paragraph 2 (Inventive Step) of the Japanese Patent 
Law. 

Notes (See the list of Cited documents etc. , below.) 

Claims: 1-22 

Cited documents: 1-3 

Remarks: 



Season 



1 



1 
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A recitation of '"at least one region which contains 
unreadable or subversive data" in Claim 1 corresponds to M the 
reproducing obstructing area" in paragraph [0037] of Cited document 
1. See also paragraph [0007] of Cited document 2 and "the reproducing 
obstructing area" in paragraph [0008] of Cited document 3. 

As to "the navigation" recited in Claim 1, it is a 
conventional technique to access a predetermined content of a disc 
by utilising management information. 

Ota list of Cited documents eta. 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. H9-115242 

2. International Publication No. WO03/088239 (2003) 

3. International Publication No. WO01/078074 (2001) 

Reason 2 

The present application does not meet the requirement 
stipulated in Article 36, Paragraph 4 (Enabling Disclosure) and 
Article 36, Paragraph 6, item (ii) (Definiteness of Claimed 
Invention) , of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Notes 

Claims: 1-22 
Remarks: 

(1) As to "...in one or more content files" recited in Claim l r 
expressions "one or more" and "content" should not be used together; 
that is, "contents" should be used instead of "content" if it is 
"...or more". 

(2) As to "access to the or each region of unreadable or 
subversive data" recited in Claim 1, it is unclear what region the 
"each region" is. 

2 
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(3) As to "access to the or each region of unreadable or 
subversive data is prevented during normal playback of ths content 
on the disc. . recited in Claim 1, it is recited therein that the 
"unreadable data" is prevented during normal playback; however, it 
is unclear what configuration is adopted compared to prior art to 
achieve an advantage that the access during normal playback is 
prevented. 

(4) As to "accessing the content on the copy protected optical 
disc by utilising the navigation provided for normal playback of the 
disc" recited in Claim 1, as mentioned in (3) as descried above, 
it is recited that normal playback of the content is prevented by 
the unreadable or subversive data; however, it is unclear why the 
content of the optical disc becomes accessible by "utilising the 
navigation provided for normal playback of the disc". 

Namely, it is unclear what kind of "unreadable data" prevents 
normal playback and what kind of navigation (data) can be readable. 

(5) In relation to (3) and (4) as described above, as to "the 
navigation provided for normal playback of the disc" recited in Claim 
1, the term "normal playback" intended in the present application 
is unclear what playback it is. 

In addition, it is unclear whether "normal playback" means 
play back performed by a normal playback system or means a term used 
for distinguishing it from such as "fast-forward playback". Thus, 
please clarify a definition of the "normal playback" described in 
the configuration of the present application . 

Furthermore, normally (in general playback systems) , the 
navigation data is used for accessing to predetermined content, thus 
if the present invention prevents normal playback, it should be 
premised on a configuration which cannot be read by the normal 
playback system, that is, a configuration such as for storing the 
navigation data in a position different from the normal. 



3 
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(6) As to "the corresponding data area which correspond to 
regions containing unreadable or subversive data" in claim 1, it is 
unclear how "the corresponding data area" corresponds to the 
"regions containing unreadable or subversive data". In addition, it 
is unclear what state can be regarded as "corresponding". 

In addition, in the Drawings, such as in FIG. 1 of ths 
Specification, it is unclear which region is intended as the 
"corresponding data area". 

(7) As to "arbitrary data" recited in Claim 1, it is unclear 
specifically what data it is, thus a scope of the invention is 
indefinite. 

In addition, as to "including arbitrary data" recited in 
Claim 1, it Is unclear whether it means to record the arbitrary data. 

(8) An object of the present application is unclear. In paragraph 
[0004] of the Specification (lines 22-23 in page 1 of the English 
Specification) , it is described "The present invention seeks to 
provide methods to subvert such copy protection."; however, the 
present application ought to aim at a copy protection, that is, copy 
prevention. 

Similarly, in Claim 1, it is recited "A method of copying a 
copyprotected optical disc"; however, the present application ought 
to aim at performing the copy protection. 

(9) As to "the navigation provided for normal playback" recited 
in Claim 2, just as is the case with (5) as described above, a 
definition of "normal playback" is unclear. Therefore, a scope of 
the invention of "...provided for normal playback" is indefinite. 

(10) As to "defined by" recited in Claim 2, it is unclear what 
processing is performed. The same applies to Claim 12. 

(11) As to "wherein there are no navigation paths which provide 
access to the at least one region of unreadable or subversive data" 
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recited in Claim 2, it is unclear why there are no navigation paths 
for providing access to the unreadable data. Please clarify what 
situation is intended for this configuration. 

In addition, its correspondence relationship with "the 
method comprising accessing the content on the copy protected 
optical disc by navigating to the content utilising the navigation 
paths" recited in Claim 2 is unclear. 

That is, as to "Wherein there are no navigation paths. and 
". . .utilising the navigation paths" recited in Claim 2, it is unclear 
what situations are intended respectively. The present application 
is unclear which situation the navigation paths can be utilized and 
which situation it cannot be utilized. 

(12) As to ". . .to identify regions of the data area which are not 
accessed by said navigation paths" recited in Claim 3, in relation 
to (11) as described above, in the present application, it is unclear 
which situation the access can be obtained by the navigation paths 
and which situation the access cannot be obtained by the navigation 
paths. 

(13) As to "accessing the data area in a linear manner" recited 
in Claim 3, it is unclear how it is accessed. 

(14) As to "any region" recited in Claim 3, it is unclear which 
region it is. 

(15) As to "avoiding..." recited in Claim 3, it is unclear why 
there is a need to "avoid". 

(16) As to "the corresponding regions of the data area" recited 
in Claim 3, it is unclear how it corresponds. Therefore, it is unclear 
which place "arbitrary data" recited in Claim 3 is stored. 

(17) As to "in a manner determined by. . ." recited in Claim 4, an 
expression "in a manner" makes a scope of the invention unclear. 
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(18) flsto "but such navigation paths are such that they do not 
provide access to..." recited in Claim 5, it is unclear what 
navigation paths they are. in addition, such navigation paths are 
selected during playback is performed to a copy protected optical 
disc; however, it is unclear what playback it is. Thus, a scope of 
the invention is indefinite. 

(19) As to "to build up an image of the content and control data 
on the disc" recited in Claim 7, it As unclear what processing is 
performed. 

(20) As to "wherein the disc is played by an optical disc player 
to obtain the content of the disc, and wherein the content output 
by the disc player is stored" recited in Claim 8, it is unclear what 
configuration "obtains" the content and what configuration "stores" 
the content. 

(21) As to " . . . such that the copy of the content data is complete" 
recited in Claim 9, it is unclear from which place to which place 
the "content data" is copied. 

(22) As to "wherein at least one region of unreadable or 
subversive data is formed within content files, as an additional 
content file, or as a gap between two adjacent content files" recited 
in Claim 11, a correspondence relation between "as. . ." ("as. . ." for 
"as an additional content file" and "as a gap between two adjacent 
content files") and "at least one region of unreadable or subversive 
data is formed within content files" is unclear. It is unclear 
specifically what region is intended to be formed. 

The same applies to "formed as an additional cell. . . " recited 
in Claims 13 and 14. 

(23) As to "there are no pointers accessing the additional cell" 
recited in Claim 13, it is unclear what configuration is intended. 
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in addition, an advantage for adopting such configuration is unclear. 
If there are no pointers accessing the "additional cell", it is 
unclear in what situation the access is required, and what the point 
is to provide the "additional cell". 

The same applies to "...wherein there are no pointers 
accessing said region" recited in Claim 15. 

(24) As to "wherein there are pointers accessing the additional 
cell but the use of pre ccranands or cell commands ensures that the 
additional cell is not played during normal playback of the material" 
recited in Claim 14, it is unclear what technical matter is intended. 

(25) As to "arbitrary data included in said regions of the data 
area comprises sectors of zeros." recited in Claim 16, it is unclear 
what sector the "sectors of zeros" is. 

As to the above indicated point, please also review a 
configuration of "Apparatus..."' in Claims 17-22 in the same way. 

(26) As to "means for burning..," recited in Claim 22, it is 
unclear what means it is. 

(27) In relation to (8) as described above, an advantage of the 
present invention is unclear. 



Therefore, the invention claimed in Claims 1-22 is 
indefinite. 

When an amendment is made, please take care not to add new 
matters. Also, please indicate parts that are relevant as grounds 
of the amendment. 
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